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Totalitarianism 103

Name: ______________________________      Period:  1   2   5   6   8

Der Leader
VI

Unit 6, Class 14Purpose:  Is Pastor Niemoller’s poem a lesson for 
history class or for  history today?

Part One: Mein Kampf
Read the excerpt below.  After reading the background paragraph, read the excerpt and answer the ques-
tion that follows:  What are the fundamental goals of Education in the Nazi state?
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What are the fundamental goals of Education in the Nazi state?
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Part Two: Background to Hitler’s Rise to Power
Part A: Hopes and Dreams
Section One: The Art Dream

Section Two: Military Service 

Seeking a career in the visual arts, Hitler fought bitterly with his father, who wanted him 
to enter the Habsburg civil service. After his father’s death, Hitler eventually persuaded 
his mother, Klara Hitler to permit him to pursue his dream to become an artist. As she 
lay dying of breast cancer in the autumn of 1907, Hitler took the entrance exam to the 
Vienna Academy of the xArts and failed to gain acceptance. In early 1908, some weeks 
after Klara’s death in December 1907, Hitler moved to Vienna, ostensibly in the hope 
of renewing efforts to win acceptance in the Academy of Arts.

http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10007430

Possible works from Hitler’s portfolio for his 1908 Application to the 
Vienna Academy of Arts.  He was not invited to take the exam.

Watercolors possibly 
from Hitler’s time in 

Munich.

 Hitler moved to Munich, Germany in May 1913. He did so seeking to avoid 
arrest for evasion of his military service obligation to Habsburg Austria and 
financed by the last installment of his inheritance from his father. In Munich, 
he continued to drift, supporting himself on his watercolors and sketches 
until World War I gave his life direction and a cause to which he could com-
mit himself totally. By all surviving accounts, Hitler was a brave soldier: he 
was promoted to the rank of Corporal, was wounded twice (in 1916 and 
1918) and was awarded several medals.
 Though reportedly not given to lengthy political discourses at this time, 
Hitler appeared to have been carried along by an increasingly vicious po-
litical antisemitism promulgated by the radical right and seeping into the 
military hierarchy during the last two years of the war.
 In October 1918, Hitler was partially blinded in a mustard gas attack near 
Ypres in Belgium. He was sent to the military hospital, where the news of the 
November 11, 1918, armistice reached him as he was convalescing.
 The end of the war was a personally emotional disaster for Hitler as well. It 
brought the threat of demobilization, tearing him from the only community 
in which he had ever felt at home and returning him to a civilian life in which 
he had neither direction nor career prospects.  The German Army (Re-
ichswehr) employed Adolf Hitler as an educator and confidential informant. 
It was in his capacity as a confidential informant that Hitler attended a beer 
hall meeting of the German Workers’ Party (Deutsche Arbeiterpartei-DAP) 
on September 12, 1919.

http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10007431
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Part B: Struggles
Section One: Hyperinflation and Weimar Germany
Examine the information below.  What impact might this have on the minds of Germans?

Cost of a Loaf of Bread
12/1922  DM 163 marks. 
09/1923 DM 1,500,000 
11/1923 DM 200,000,000,000

 By signing the Treaty of Versailles, she had agreed in principle to the 
issue of reparations and in 1921, Germany just about managed to pay its 
first installment of 2 billion gold marks. Weimar Germany was allowed to 
pay in kind (actual materials) as opposed to just cash. Most of this 2 billion 
was paid in coal, iron and wood.
 In 1922, Weimar Germany simply could not manage to pay another 
installment. This the Allies did not believe - especially France - and the 
German government was accused of trying to get out of her reparations 
responsibilities.   In 1922, French and Belgium troops invaded the Ruhr; 
Germany’s most valuable industrial area. The French and Belgium troops 
took over the iron and steel factories, coal mines and railways. Those Ger-
mans who lived in the Ruhr and were considered not to be co-operating 
with the Germans were imprisoned. Food was taken. That this action by 
the French and Belgium broke the rules of the League of Nations..
 Weimar’s government responded by ordering the workers in the Ruhr 
to go on strike and it ordered all people in the Ruhr to passively resist the 
French and Belgium soldiers. ...The order for workers to go on a gener-
al strike may have been patriotic but it had disastrous consequences for 
Germany as a whole. The Ruhr was Germany’s richest economic area and 
produced a great deal of wealth for the country as a whole. By not pro-
ducing any goods whatsoever, Germany’s economy started to suffer. The 
striking workers had to be paid and the people expelled from their homes 
had to be looked after. To do this, the government did the worst thing possible - it printed money to cover the cost. 
This signalled to the outside world that Germany did not have enough money to pay for her day-to-day needs and 
whatever money may have been invested in Germany was removed by foreign investors.
 Such a drop in confidence also caused a crisis in Weimar Germany itself when prices started to rise to match infla-
tion. Very quickly, things got out of control and what is known as hyperinflation set in. Prices went up quicker than 
people could spend their money.

Comment:

Section Two: Prison Writing
What are the main ideas found in Hitler’s book?  Examine the homework and watch the video clip.  Then answer the 
question, what are the main ideas found in Mein Kampf?
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Part Three: Hitler’s Rise to Power
Part A: Political Parties of Weimar Germany
Using the abbreviations, place the German political 
parties on the spectrum.

left center right

(DDP)

Part B: Weimar Elections of 1932 and 1933
On the next page, graph the seats gained by the parties you listed above: the (DDP), SPD, KPD, NSDAP, DNVP, BVP
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July
1932
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1933
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*305/608 *293/594 *324/647

*seats needed to win a majority

Part C: Using a Crisis to Obtain a Majority or Majority by Subtraction
Examine these three documents.  How might this constitutional article, presidential decree and law enable someone to 
consolidate power?

Article 48
 In the event of a State not fulfilling 
the duties imposed upon it by the Re-
ich Constitution or by the laws of the 
Reich, the President of the Reich may 
make use of the armed forces to com-
pel it to do so.
 If public security and order are se-
riously disturbed or endangered within 
the German Reich, the President of the 
Reich may take measures necessary for 
their restoration, intervening if need 
be with the assistance of the armed 
forces. For this purpose he may sus-
pend for a while, in whole or in part, 
the fundamental rights provided in Ar-
ticles 114, 115, 117, 118, 123, 124 
and 153.

Order of the Reich President for the 
Protection of People and State

On the basis of Article 48 paragraph 2 
of the Constitution of the German Re-
ich, the following is ordered in defense 
against Communist state-endangering 
acts of violence:

§ 1. Articles 114, 115, 117, 118, 
123, 124 and 153 of the Constitution 
of the German Reich are suspend-
ed until further notice. It is therefore 
permissible to restrict the rights of 
personal freedom [habeas corpus], 
freedom of (opinion) expression, in-
cluding the freedom of the press, the 
freedom to organize and assemble, 
the privacy of postal, telegraphic and 
telephonic communications. Warrants 
for House searches, orders for confis-
cations as well as restrictions on prop-
erty, are also permissible beyond the 
legal limits otherwise prescribed.

Law to Remedy the Distress of the 
People and the Nation

 The Reichstag has enacted the fol-
lowing law, which is hereby proclaimed 
with the assent of the Reichsrat, it hav-
ing been established that the require-
ments for a constitutional amendment 
have been fulfilled:

Article 1
 In addition to the procedure pre-
scribed by the constitution, laws of the 
Reich may also be enacted by the gov-
ernment of the Reich. This includes 
the laws referred to by Articles 85 
Paragraph 2 and Article 87 of the con-
stitution.

Article 2
 Laws enacted by the government of 
the Reich may deviate from the consti-
tution as long as they do not affect the 
institutions of the Reichstag and the 
Reichsrat. The rights of the President 
remain undisturbed.

Constitution Presidential Decree Law (Enabling Act)
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Part D: Laws of the Third Empire (Reich)
Examine these three laws.  May these laws be related to the ideas present in Hitler’s Mein Kampf?
Law for the Prevention of Offspring 
with Hereditary Diseases (July 14, 1933)
The Reich government has passed the fol-
lowing law, which is hereby promulgated:
§ 1. Anyone suffering from a hereditary 
disease can be sterilized by a surgical op-
eration if, according to the experience of 
medical science, there is a high probability 
that his offspring will suffer from serious 
physical or mental defects of a hereditary 
nature.  Anyone suffering from any of the 
following diseases is considered hereditar-
ily diseased under this law: 
 1. Congenital mental deficiency, 
 2. Schizophrenia, 
 3. Manic-depression, 
 4. Hereditary epilepsy, 
 5. Hereditary St. Vitus’ Dance 
  (Huntington’s Chorea), 
 6. Hereditary blindness, 
 7. Hereditary deafness, 
 8. Serious hereditary physical deformity. 
Furthermore, anyone suffering from 
chronic alcoholism can be sterilized.
§ 2. Applications for sterilization can be 
made by the individual to be sterilized. 
If this person is legally incompetent, has 
been certified on account of mental defi-
ciency, or is not yet 18, a legal representa-
tive has the right to make an application on 
this person’s behalf but needs the consent 
of the court of guardians to do so. In other 
cases of limited competency, the applica-
tion needs to be approved by the legal rep-
resentative. [ . . . ]
§ 3. Sterilization can also be requested by 
the following: 
1. the state physician. 
2. In the case of inmates of hospitals, nurs-
ing homes, and penal institutions, by the 
head thereof.
§ 4. The application is to be made to the 
office of the Eugenics Court; it can either 

be made in writing or dictated to the 
court. The facts upon which the applica-
tion is based should be supported by a 
medical certificate or confirmed in some 
other way. The office must inform the 
state physician of the application.
§ 5. Responsibility for the decision rests 
with the Eugenics Court that has jurisdic-
tion over the district in which the person 
to be sterilized officially resides.

The Reich Citizenship 
Law of September 15, 1935 
The Reichstag has unanimously adopted 
the following law, which is herewith 
promulgated.
§ 1. (1) A subject of the State is a person 
who belongs to the protective union of 
the German Reich, and who therefore 
has particular obligations towards the 
Reich.
(2) The status of subject is acquired in 
accordance with the provisions of the 
Reich and State Law of Citizenship.
§ 2. (1) A citizen of the Reich is only 
that subject who is of German or kindred 
blood and who, through his conduct, 
shows that he is both willing and able to 
faithfully serve the German people and 
Reich.
(2) The right to citizenship is acquired 
by the granting of Reich citizenship pa-
pers.
(3) Only the citizen of the Reich enjoys 
full political rights in accordance with 
the provision of the law.

Law for the Protection of German 
Blood and German Honor
(September 15, 1935)
Entirely convinced that the purity of Ger-
man blood is essential to the further exis-
tence of the German people, and inspired 

by the uncompromising determination to 
safeguard the future of the German nation, 
the Reichstag has unanimously resolved 
upon the following law, which is promul-
gated herewith:

Section 1: 1. Marriages between Jews and 
citizens of German or kindred blood are 
forbidden. Marriages concluded in defi-
ance of this law are void, even if, for the 
purpose of evading this law, they were con-
cluded abroad.
2. Proceedings for annulment may be initi-
ated only by the Public Prosecutor.
Section 2: Sexual relations outside mar-
riage between Jews and nationals of Ger-
man or kindred blood are forbidden.
Section 3: Jews will not be permitted to 
employ female citizens of German or kin-
dred blood as domestic servants.
Section 4: 1. Jews are forbidden to display 
the Reich and national flag or the national 
colors.
2. On the other hand they are permitted to 
display the Jewish colors. The exercise of 
this right is protected by the State.
Section 5: 1. A person who acts contrary 
to the prohibition of Section 1 will be pun-
ished with hard labour.
2. A person who acts contrary to the pro-
hibition of Section 2 will be punished with 
imprisonment or with hard labour.
3. A person who acts contrary to the provi-
sions of Sections 3 or
4 will be punished with imprisonment up 
to a year and with a fine, or with one of 
these penalties.
Section 6  The Reich Minister of the 
Interior in agreement with the Deputy 
Fuhrer and the Reich Minister of Justice 
will issue the legal and administrative 
regulations required for the enforce-
ment and supplementing of this law.


